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when fleiced acting to stabilize the outer wall tissue and thereby 
prevent the outer wall tissue of the first and second nasal passages 
from drawing in during breafliing; and 
a resilient member defining at least a portion of the first and second end 
regions and the intermediate segment, whereby the resilient 
member, in being capable, at least in part, of resilient deformation, 
allows the truss member to conform to the outer wall tissue of the 
nasal passages of a nose and provides the inherent tendency of the 
truss member to return to its [normally planar) imM state when 
flexed. . 


8. 


s (Amended) A oassl dilator capable of introducing separating stresses in outer wall 

tissues of a [section of human anatomy] ^^sH^^n^ iMor bHn^ Oing). 

""'''"'^ a truss [of a single body] having a pair of spaced apart end surfaces which, if 
forced toward one another from initial positions to substantially reduce 
direct spacing therebetween by a spacmg reduction force external to said 
truss, results in restoring forces in said truss tending to restore said direct 
spacing between said end surfaces rjuff to plflltjc TPatenaUheraa; and 
engagement means adhered to said end surfaces and capable of engaging exposed 
surfaces of such outer wall tissues sufficiently to remain so engaged agamst 
said restoring forces. 

10 (Twice amended) [The dilator of claim 8 wherein] ,^ m v\ d i lPtOT rmW^ M^^^f^ 

n..irinn^ to ^ib^flntifllly r^re direct ,m 
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restoring forces in said truss tending to restore said direct spacing between 
said end surfaces, due to said truss [includes] including a resilient member 
[providing said restoring forces and said truss tending to restore said 
spacing between said end surfaces thereof], there being a deformable 
material between exposed surfaces of any outer wall tissues engaged by 
said engagement means and said resilient memberi^d 
engagement means adhered to said end surf^pca and CftPftble Qf engaff ins expgss 
surfaces of such outer wall tissue s sufficiently to remain so engaged against 
the restoring forces . 

12. (Amended) [The dilator of claim 8 wherein] A nasal dilatpr capable of introducing 
separating stresses in outer wall tissues of a user* s nose, said dilator comprising: 

f^ pii^.c^ii ^ nf a single body having a pair of s paced apart end surfaces which, .if 
forced toward one another fr om initial positions to substantially reduce 
direct spacing therebetween b v a spacing reduction force external to said 
truss, results in restorin g forces in said Puss tending to restore said djxe^ 
spacing between said end surfaces;^ /^'^ 
en gagement means adhere d to said end surfaces and capable of eng»ging/W>se^ y 
surfaces of such outer wall tissues sufficiently to remain so engaged agaipgt 
t\\G restoring forces, said truss and said engagement means together [are] 
being formed as a strip having a length substantially greater than either its 
width and thickness, and a width substantially greater than its thickness 
substantially everywhere along said length. 

14, (Twice amended) [The dilator of claim 8 wherein said] A nasal dilator capable of 
intrnducing separating stresses in outer wall tissues of ^ user's nose, said dilator comprising; 

a truss paving a pair of spaced [-] apart end surfaces [of said truss axe] terminated 
by end edges at opposite ends of said truss which, if forced toward one 
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another from initial p ositions to substantially reduce direct spacing 
therebetween bv a spacing reduction force external to said truss, results in 
rq<rti;i^inp forces in said truss tending to restore said direct spacing between 
said end spaces due to [and ^^erein said truss includes] a resilient 
member [providing said restoring forces in said truss tending to restore said 
spacing between end surfaces thereof] included therein, said resilient 
member having opposite ends thereof each ending short of said end edges; 
and 

enf^agemei^t n^ieans adhered to said en d surfaces and capable of engaging exPOSC 
surfaces of suct^ outer wall tissues sufficie ntlv to remain so engaged agfli&gt 
|he restoring forces. 

15. (Amended) [The dilator of claim 9 wherein] A nasal dilator capable of introdwing 
separating stres^f* in outer wal l tjffsues of a user^s nose to restrain those tiggpeg frppi being drawn 
P dunng breathing, said dilatOT comprising; 

a truss of a single body having a pair of spa ced apart er^d fftirf^9g? which, if 
fi^ ^t^^d toward one another from initial po sitions to suh<!tftT)tiallv reduce 
djrect spacing therebetween bv a snacing reduction force external to said 
truss, results in restoring forces in said truss tending to restore sajd dirept 
spacinp between sftid end surf aces sufficient to substantially maintain 
4^ ^pg inhalation that spacing occurring between sai4 ^pd surfaces prior to 
inhalation, said end surfaces [are] hgiag limited in separation therebetween 
so that, when said end surfaces are engaging outer wall tissues of a human 
nose adjacent nasal passages therein, a surface of said truss can be in 
contact with said nose for substantially all of that extent thereof between 
said end surfacesund 


i 
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enf apement means adhered to said end surfaces and capable of engaging rfecpose 
surfaces of such outer wall tissues sufficie ntly to remain so engaged against 
the restoring forces. 


Please add the following claims: 

23. A nasal dilator capable of inuoducing separating stresses in outer wall tissues of 
a user's nose, comprising: 

a truss with a resilient member secured therein having a pair of spaced apart end 
surfaces which, if forced toward one another from initial positions to 
substantially reduce direct spacing therebetween by a spacing reduction 
force external to said truss, results in restoring forces in said truss tending 
to restore said direct spacing between said end surfaces; and 

engagement means adhered to said end surfaces and capable of engaging exposed 
surfaces of such outer wall tissues sufficiently to remain so engaged against 
said restoring forces. 

24, An external nasal dilator capable of introducing separating stresses in outer wall 
tissues of a user's nose, said dilator being of a single body comprising: 

a truss having a pair of spaced apart end surfaces which» if forced tovwd one 
another from initial positions to substantially reduce direct spacing 
therebetween by a spacing reduction force external to said truss, results in 
restoring forces in said truss tending to restore said direct spacing between 
said end surfaces due to plastic material therein; and 

engagement means on said end surfaces and capable of engaging exposed surfaces 
of such outer wall tissues sufficiently to remain so engaged against said 
restoring forces. 


